
Maximizing Your Blessing
For God’s Glory
Lesson #2 “Take It Back, IT Ain’t Yours!”
Joshua  6: 17 – 19  and  7: 4 – 11 

The “Maximizing Your Blessing series encourages us to conduct our lives in such a way as to create an 
environment in which the things that God has blessed us with might reach their fullest and best 
potential in our life!  A farmer that is blessed with abundant seeds but rather than plant the seeds, the 
farmer chooses to roast them and eat them himself has failed to “maximize” his blessing. QUESTIONS: 
How might the farmer have “maximized” the blessing of all that seed? What things do you do that helps 
you to maximize those blessings God has given you? 

Understanding Stewardship

Ps 24:1
The earth is the LORD's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. KJV

The pure essence of the concept of maximizing your blessing is built on the foundation of good 
stewardship. Stewardship is really a mindset or paradigm that fully understands and accepts as fact that 
God is the rightful owner of all things. With that being understood, then it becomes crystal clear that all 
of mankind is simply stewards, managers and borrowers in this life.  The psalmist wrote in Ps. 103:5 that 
God “satisfies our mouth with good things…”- and in Luke 12:32, Jesus tells us not to be fearful because 
it is your “heavenly Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom!” So God is not trying to deprive us 
of enjoying the blessings of this life; in fact Jesus went on to tell us that his sole purpose for coming was 
to “give us life, and that more abundantly!” QUESTION: Why aren’t more Christians enjoying this 
“abundant life” that Jesus promised? 

Damage Report  READ: Josh. 7: 4 – 10 

On the magnificent wake of their recent victory over the fortress city of Jericho, Joshua determined that 
a small band of soldiers would be more than enough to defeat the minuscule band of rebels lodged up at
a tiny outcrop called Ai. But to their utter astonishment, this small group of rebels not only killed over 
thirty of Joshua’s men, but they successfully sent Joshua’s troops hauling up out of the area running like 
scared rabbits! When Joshua heard this report he was devastated! He couldn’t imagine how such a thing 
could happy to his army; and furthermore, what would his enemies think about his troops now? In fear 
and anguish he prayed to God – “I wish we would have just stayed on the other side of the Jordan!”  God
stops Joshua in his prayer tracks and tells him “Get up off your face!” You need to deal with the sin in you
camp! God pretty much spells the problem out for Joshua in the following verse:

Josh. 7:11 Israel hath sinned (missed the mark), and they have also transgressed (they have crossover 
into a forbidden area; they’ve gone too far) my covenant which I commanded them: for they have even 
taken of the accursed thing (removed my possession from its place), and have also stolen (to deprive me 
permanently), and dissembled (they lied about it) also, and they have put it even among their own stuff.
(they have tried to cover it up – pretending they’ve done nothing wrong) KJV

This behavior is often duplicated in the lives of many Christians. When we take from God that which 
belongs to him and deprive God of his rightful ownership and use of it – and then go about our lives as if 
we have done nothing wrong we are guilty of the sin of Achan!  For instance, when we fail to tithe, we 
are depriving God of what is rightfully his – all the time making excuses for our larceny we hop into our 
stolen car, burn stolen gasoline on our way to the mall to spend stolen money so we can dress up in 
stolen clothes for church! QUESTION: How does such behavior keep us from maximizing our blessings? 



The Problem With Thieves READ: Josh 7:11-12

According to most organizations that follow such statistics, theft is the most common crime in the U.S. 
today. Most municipalities define theft as taking someone possession without their consent with the 
intent to permanently deprive them of it.  Personally speaking, there is nothing quite as aggravating than
having to deal with a thief in your midst. Not only are the theft of your items inconvenient, but there is a 
sense of some personal violation. As far as I am concerned, my things don’t have to be stolen to bother 
me! I’m often aggravated just by having someone move my stuff so that I can’t find it when it need it! If 
these behaviors trouble us, have you consider how God feels when his things are stolen from him? Here 
in this passage in Joshua, God’s new leader had recently experienced the tremendous victory God had 
accomplished over the mighty walled city of Jericho. The city was the first city that Israelites had 
triumphed over. This victory of Jericho being the “first-fruit” of their conquests, God instructed the 
people to turn over any valuables they encountered to Joshua to be used in the administration of God’s 
temple and ministry. This idea of “first fruits” can be traced all the way back to Moses in Ex. 23:19 where
God instructed the people to bring the very beginning or first of their increase as an offering to Him. The 
Israelites where to adhere to this policy regarding the conquest of the city of Jericho; after Jericho then 
all of the wealth found in the rest of the conquered cities would be free for the taking! This sounds like a 
reasonable plan right?; apparently not to a soldier named “Achan.”  QUESTIONS: Why do you suppose 
Achan disobeyed his orders? Why do think people steal? How do you feel about Achan’s consequence? 

Take It All Back! READ: Mark 12:17

Here in this verse Jesus provides clarity of duty when he tells us to “render unto Caesar the things that 
belong to him, and render unto God the things that belong to Him!” – It was perfect advice then and it 
still is for us today! What things are God’s? Well I call it the four big T’s (Treasure, Time, Talent, Temple 
and Testimony) We addressed Treasure in Achan’s story – so let’s explore the others.

TIME:  Ps 31:15 tells us that “my times are in His hands.”- QUESTION: Is it possible for us to be too busy 
to be a Christian? 

TALENT: James 1:17 tell us that “every good and perfect gift comes from above…” yet many Christian 
ration their gifts to God putting limits on how God may use their talents; others seem to enjoy when 
people have to almost beg them to use their talents even in the church!   QUESTION: Can a person’s 
attitude spoil a gift? 

TEMPLE: READ 2 Cor. 8: 5 – 6 and I Cor 6: 19 – 20 We cannot afford to overlook the fact that our bodies 
belong to God. He gave you one body to last your entire lifetime; have you been a good steward over 
your body? I confess, I can and must do better with mine! My eating habits and lack of regular exercise 
demonstrates my room for improvement. But the apostle’s point goes far beyond healthy lifestyle 
practices. Paul here is addressing the sinful things we use our bodies to participate in – “sensual sins.” 

TESTIMONY: READ 2 Cor. 3:2 and I Thes. 1: 5 – 6 One thing the devil desires is to destroy your Christian 
witness and testimony. If Satan can do this than you are pretty much useless to the work of kingdom 
building. We must strive to stay prayed up, fasting and spending quality time in God’s word so that we 
might have the power of the Holy Spirit guarding our testimony. You only get one witness – keep it 
strong!

We sing the hymn “I Surrender All” but are we really being honest? Wouldn’t the lyrics be more accurate
if they read: “I Surrender Some – and Might Take It Back Later?” We all have work to do in the 
Stewardship Department! You got to maximize your blessing! Why not start today!


