
BIBLE STUDY LIVE 

Trump, the Church and God’s Boundaries  
 
One Nation Under God 
Read: Psalms 62:11  
 
I would suppose that to do this bible study justice we would first need to do a brief review of 
history. That being said, the phrase “one nation under God” is part of the current day pledge of 
alliance that is a special salute to the United States flag – but this was not part of the original 
pledge. This phrase was added in 1954 signed into law by President Eisenhower amending the 
original 1894 pledge. The rational for the change being that an American that denied God’s 
power and providence was in essence denying the very spirit and foundation of American 
values.  Some Americans have attempted to counter this godly allegiance by asserting that the 
First Amendment guarantees the “separation of church and state.” In reality, these words do 
not appear in the First Amendment at all! When this amendment or “establishment clause was 
adopted in 1791 it established that the government could not create, promote or suppress any 
religion, religious practice or act over another. So there could be no national church and no 
direct government involvement in religion.  This was never intended to remove the practice of 
religion from politics or public life.  
 
Biblically speaking, every nation is “under God.” The psalmist declares in Psalms 62:11 that 
“power belongs to God.” Despite man’s attempt to usurp power and attempt to use power for 
their own purposes and plans – they can never truly possess it or wield it unhindered for long. 
Upon his resurrection Jesus told us in Matt. 28:18 that “all power (meaning authority) is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth.”  QUESTION: So if Jesus has “all power” how much power is 
left for anyone else to use?  
 
The Christian and the Government 
Read Roman 13:1 Acts 4:19 and 5:29 
 
In Romans 13:1 the Apostle Paul admonishes the Christians to be “subject” or “subordinate” to 
the higher powers informing us that the “powers” of government that exist are ordain or 
established by God. Having already established through scripture that God is the source of all 
authority comes from God, Paul now makes the connection between God will and the existence 
of governments. Paul writes this directive to the early church in Rome whose members were 
new to the faith and consequently would be prone to despise the unsaved or heathen 
governors and their carnal mindset and lifestyles to the point that open rebellion against the 
government might emerge.  
 
QUESTIONS: As Christians how are we to respond to corrupt governments or corrupt 
government leaders? Well it would appear at least in Romans 13:1 that we are to be subject or 
subordinate to the higher “power.” The question I want us to consider is, exactly what is the 
“higher power” in the United States government? Is it the police, the president, the congress or 
the Supreme Court? I would submit to you that the “higher power” in the United States 
government is the constitution.  In our nation there is no king or monarch ruling over us. This 



nation is held together by a simple contract or agreement called the Constitution of the United 
States of America. It is a written agreement between the people (the governed) and the elected 
officials (the governing). As long as that contract is upheld the bible teaches us that we are to 
obey its authority.  
 
Stay In Your Lane 
Respecting your calling 
Read I Sam. 13: 1 – 14 and 2 Thess 2:11 
 
A common saying is “he’s the jack of all trades and the master of none.” I suppose that this 
saying describes someone who has dabbled in many areas but never gained any real level of 
expertise in any. I am not sure that such behavior is indicative of God’s servants. God is a god of 
excellence. The psalmist declares that even his name is excellent! So it is doubtful that God 
would ever truly gift someone with mediocrity. I suppose that a person driven by their own 
narcissism may be suffering from an inflated sense of value, importance or ability that would 
lead them to view themselves as far more “able” than they actually are.  Such a person would 
be suffering from what the bible calls “strong delusions”  
 
QUESTIONS: What might make a person have an inflated sense of self? What problems might 
such person experience themselves, or cause others?  
 
In the opening of 1 Samuel chapter thirteen, the story is told of how Israel’s first king was 
afflicted with an unrealistic inflated sense of self. Later we see that his career ends in a witch’s 
house and suicide on the battlefield. In the text Israel is greatly outnumbered by their enemy 
the Philistines and some of the Saul’s army have deserted him; some hiding in caves and 
thickets and other fleeing across the Jordan to Gad. Though extremely fearful, a few faithful 
men remained along King Saul’s side. They were waiting for Samuel the prophet to join them 
and offering prays and sacrifices in their behalf before God. But for some reason, Samuel was 
running late – and after a few hours Saul got impatient. Going into the altar, King Saul killed the 
bullock and offered him as a sacrifice before God in behalf of his people. Just as he was finishing 
Samuel the prophet arrived. In unbelief Samuel asks Saul… “what have you done?”  Samuel tells 
him that you had the blessing of God upon you and you would have had an enduring reign as 
King – but now, God was going to take this from you and give it to another that has a heart 
after God. 
 
When Saul was confronted by the prophet Samuel, Saul made excuses and blamed others for 
his actions.  
 
Blamed Samuel for being late, blamed the army for deserting him and even said he had to 
“force himself” to even do this. 
 
QUESTIONS: What was so bad about King Saul making this offering to God?  What options did 
the King actually have? What lesson should we learn from this incident?   How does this apply 
to President Trump and his directives to the churches?  


